


Instituto Mazatlan
Bellas Artes de
Sacramento performs
at Arlington Theatre

Instituto Mazatlan Bellas Artes de Sacramento
performed in February for 4,000 elementary
school students at the Arlington Theatre in Santa
Barbara, presented by The Children’s Creative
Project (CCP), an arts education program of the
Santa Barbara County Education Office; the
Metropolitan Theatres Corporation; and UCSB
Arts & Lectures. The 16-member performing
company presented music, dance, and the colorful
dress from the different regions of Mexico.

See also “Alvin Ailey,” page 10

Spring 2009




[N /'

[Santa Barbara County Education Office

WHATS NEW

Cabrillo,Vandenberg SPARCs honored

he California Department of

Education (CDE) and Los
Angeles County Office of Education
(LACOE) recognized Cabrillo
High School as an Academy Award
Winner for the school’s Support
Personnel Accountability Report
Card (SPARC), and Vandenberg
Middle School received a
Commendation Award. More than
235 schools in California submitted
applications. Cabrillo High and
Lompoc Unified School District staff
traveled to Los Angeles on April 24
to be recognized for their award.

“Cabrillo High School’s SPARC
has allowed us an opportunity to

show how our comprehensive guidance
program and schoolwide student
support system is strongly related to
positive student academic achievement
and social growth,” said Lead
Counselor Brianne Jory.

The CDE and the LACOE
honored 73 school counseling and
student support programs for award
designation other than Commendation.
Some 236 SPARCs were submitted
this year for award consideration. Peer
review of report cards determined
individual award status. The SPARC
was developed and sponsored by
the Los Angeles County counselors,
counselor administrators, counselor

DP Mock Trial team first in county competition

ine schools competed this year from Bishop Diego, Carpinteria High, Cate

School, Dos Pueblos High, Laguna Blanca School, Pioneer Valley High, San
Marcos High, Santa Barbara High, and Santa Ynez Valley Union High. The teams
from Dos Pueblos, Laguna Blanca, San Marcos, and Santa Barbara made the semi-
finals. In the finals, Dos Pueblos beat San Marcos.

This year’s case centered around defendant “Leslie Lane” who was charged
with both inciting a riot and arson for burning down the community center of a
religious group that had moved into her quaint hometown. A pretrial argument
focused on whether Ms. Lane’s violent rap song violated the first amendment. The
students prepared both a prosecution and defense and competed in front of Santa
Barbara County judges. Their performances are scored by local attorneys.

DP’s team was led by captains Corinne Dorais (lead defense attorney) and
Alexis Chasney (prosecution pretrial attorney). Other key contributors to the
team include Noah Connally (pretrial); attorneys Lizzy Cox, Cheryl Wilson, Greg
Kroes, Philip Bildner, and Nathaniel Block; witnesses Alex Kim, Christina Li,
Jeff Campbell, Megha Manjunath, Rashi Singh, Collin Clarke, Corinne Ruth,
and Juhi Khumani; bailiff Jackie McGuan; clerk Richie Cheng; understudies
Olivia Campbell, Chloe Hunt, Michael Baik, Connie Phung, and Chloe Warriner.
Courtroom artists are Lian Fumerton-Liu and Emma Steinkellner. The team is
coached by attorneys Maureen Grattan, Scott Campbell, and Joel Block, and
teacher-coach (and Dos Pueblos English teacher) Bill Woodard.

At the state competition, two Dos Pueblos team members won the individual
state championship awards for best witnesses. Junior Rashi Singh was named
the tournament’s most outstanding expert witness for her portrayal of forensic
chemistry expert Dr. Kelly King, and sophomore Juhi Khemani was named the
tournament’s most outstanding defendant for her portrayal of political organizer

and budding rap star Leslie Lane.

education, and California Department
of Education consultants. It is a
continuous improvement document
that gives a school’s counseling
program and student support team an
opportunity to demonstrate effective
communication and a commitment to
getting results.

Qualifying schools receive awards
in one of five ways:

Academy Award recipients
received an academy award for first year
or previous year Commendation Award;
Best in the West recipients received an
academy award two or three years in a
row, Diamond Best in the West Award
for schools receiving Best in the West
two or three years in a row; Governor’s
Trophy for schools that received
Diamond Best in the West two years
in a row; and SPARC Masters Plaque
for schools who received Governor’s
Trophy last year.

Cabrillo High School’s SPARC
highlighted the student support services
in place. The document provided
information regarding: Student Support
Personnel Team, School Climate and
Safety (including student discipline
referral data), high school exit exam
passing rates, community partnerships
and resources, and personal/social
development programs available for
students. The Cabrillo High School
Counseling Team includes Angie Diaz;
Maggie Hernandez; Brianne Jory,

Lead Counselor; Lauren Pressman; and
Gary West.

Cabrillo Principal Lore Desmond,
said, “The SPARC is an illustration of
the work that counselors, administrators,
clerical staff, and support professionals
accomplish throughout the year. I am
extremely proud that our team has
received this recognition.”

Vandenberg Middle School was
also recognized for their SPARC,
receiving a Commendation Award.
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Garcia Selected
Dell Scholar

iana Garcia of Santa Maria

High School was among
106 California high school
seniors selected as part of the
Dell Scholars Program Class of
2009 by the Michael & Susan
Dell Foundation.

Of the 300 Dell Scholars
selected nationwide this year,
106 of them (35 percent) were
from California high schools. Of
these 106 students, 85 of them
are currently participating in an
Advancement Via Individual
Determination (AVID) program.
The other 21 California Dell
Scholars for 2009 participate in
Gaining Early Awareness and
Readiness for Undergraduate
Programs, Upward Bound,
or Upward Bound Math and
Science programs.

AVID is a college
preparatory program for
students. It is an academic
support program that provides
underachieving, and in
many cases, disadvantaged
or historically underserved
students, with an elective course
that helps them learn effective
academic skills and complete
the admission requirements for
California’s four-year colleges
and universities.

California’s Dell Scholars
will receive $20,000 each to
continue their education beyond
high school over the course
of the next six years. The Dell
Scholars Program will also
provide them with technology,
a private scholar networking
community, resources, and
mentoring to ensure that the
students will have the support
they need to obtain a college
degree.

Dancing sStars— Students of the Santa Barbara Dance Institute performed
at the newly renovated Granada on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. César Chdvez
Charter School was one of the first public schools to perform at the theatre, and the
students got rave reviews for their dancing and for their backstage etiquette. The
event was sponsored by Santa Barbara Bowl, Patricia Henley Foundation, and a
Next Generation grant from the city of Santa Barbara. Rosalina Macisco is founder
and director of Santa Barbara Dance Institute. She guides students as they dance
their way through speeches, poemes, novels, nursery rhymes, and fables.

Hensley brother/sister team
dominates state spelling bees

fter winning the elementary level of the Santa Barbara County

Spelling Bee for the third year in a row, sixth grader Quinn Hensley
of Washington School in the Santa Barbara Elementary School District
proceeded to win the California State Spelling Bee.

Quinn’s sister, Brenna Hensley, an eighth grader at La Colina Junior
High School, who had won second place in the county’s junior high
division, went on to place second in the state of California.

At the county level, Ameet Braganza, a sixth grader at Monte Vista
School in the Hope School District, had taken second place honors. Third
place went to Jason Mally, a sixth grader at Hope School in the Hope
School District

In the secondary division of the county bee, eighth grader Daniel
Gay of Goleta Valley Junior High School had taken top honors, Brenna
Hensley came in second, and third place went to eighth grader Joseph
Spicer of La Cumbre Junior High.
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Allen to attend
Wilderness Challenge

egan Allen, a junior in the Santa

Maria Joint Union Home School
program is one of 60 students chosen in
southern California, Southwest Montana,
and other selected U.S. locations to attend
the Wilderness Challenge Program as part
of the Montana Yellowstone Expeditions
in June. The expeditions began in 2004
as an initiative of the Orfalea Family
Foundation, originally named Montana
Youth Expeditions. The MYE Wilderness
Challenge Program is a multi-element,
experiential program focusing on leadership,
self discovery, and sustainability. Each
student receives a full scholarship that
covers travel, equipment, clothing, food, and
the costs of the experience.

Each course typically includes six to
eight days of wilderness backpacking, a
four-day canoeing trip, three days of service
learning and active service projects, work
with horses on the Grizzly Creek Ranch,
development of leadership and teamwork
skills, and personal challenges that stretch
the students’” understanding of who they
are and what is possible. Underpinning
all MYE program components are the
concepts and practice of sustainability and
“Leave No Trace” ethics.

Megan will share experiences,
exploration, and challenges with a small
group of 10 other adventurers and two
of MYE’s experienced staff. The 25-
day experience includes hiking the high
peaks of Yellowstone National Park or
the Gallatin Forest; traveling the cold,
clear rivers of Montana; earning service
hours; and, in the end, understanding the
true meaning of contributing to something
larger than oneself.

Newbre wins
Best Buy award

Richard Newbre, of Lompoc High, won
a $1,000 Best Buy Teach Awards
grant, designed to reward schools using
interactive technology to make learning fun.

Alvin Ailey performs at Arlington

he Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater performed for 2,000

elementary school students at the Arlington Theatre in Santa
Barbara, presented by the Children’s Creative Project and the Santa
Barbara Bowl’s Education Outreach Program.

Established in 1958, the New York-based, primarily African-
American modern dance company has grown into a large multi-racial
company that is one of America’s most acclaimed international cultural
ambassadors. The company is dedicated to the preservation of unique
black cultural expression and enrichment of the American modern
dance heritage. The program for students reflects African-American
history in modern dance pieces choreographed by Alvin Ailey.

Generous grant support was provided by the Santa Barbara Bowl’s
Education Outreach, the Hutton Foundation, Towbes Foundation, Wallis
Foundation, Irvine Foundation, and the Dreier Family Foundation.
Added support comes from the / Madonnari Italian Street Painting
Festival produced by the Children’s Creative Project to benefit its arts
education programs. UCSB Arts & Lectures and the Metropolitan
Theatres Corporation also supported the program.

“Coordinated by the Children’s Creative Project, this performance
is part of the CCP’s larger arts education program that provides visual
and performing arts workshops conducted by resident artists in 50
elementary schools reaching 20,000 students,” explained County
Superintendent Bill Cirone, whose office coordinates the program. “In
addition, the CCP presents more than 800 performances per year for
60,000 students in 145 schools throughout Santa Barbara and San Luis
Obispo counties.”
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— Plan Ahead...

3-9 - National Teacher Appreciation Week

(National PTA)
5- SB 472 ELL training, Day 5 of 5*
6 - National School Nurse Day
7 - County Board of Education meeting,
2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room
7- CLASS Network of Leadership Coaches

(contact Anna Freedland, ext. 5229)
7-8 —  SB 472 Scott Foresman enVision Math

(K-6), Cohort 2, Days 1-2 of 5*
11 - Facts-Wise, Day 3 of 3*
13-  California Day of the Teacher

(K-6), Cohort 2, Day 3 of 5*

1 p.m., Lompoc

25-  MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY
(SBCEO closed)

Valley Marriott, Buellton

(K-6), Cohort 2, Days 4-5 of 5*

14 — SB 472 Scott Foresman enVision Math

18-22 — Classified School Employees Week (CDE)
20 - School Business Officials Meeting,

23-25 — I Madonnari Italian Street Painting Festival,
10 a.m.-6 p.m. daily, Santa Barbara Mission
27 - Education Celebration, Santa Ynez

27-28 — SB 472 Scott Foresman enVision Math

JUNE

8-12 - SB 472 Scott Foresman enVision Math
(K-6), Cohort 3*

11-  County Board of Education meeting,
2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room

15 - School Business Officials Meeting,

1 p.m., Los Alamos

15-17 — SB 472 Pearson SF Math (K-6), Cohort 4,
Days 1-3 of 5%

JuLy

2 - County Board of Education meeting,
2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room

4- INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY
(SBCEO closed)

7-10 — Creating a Coherent K-6 Writing Program
(contact Vera Breedlove, ext. 5263)

9-10 — SB 472 Pearson SF Math (K-6), Cohort 4,
Days 4-5 of 5%

27-31 — SB 472 Pearson SF Math (K-6), Cohort 5*

AUGUST

6 - County Board of Education meeting,
2 p.m., SBCEO Board Room

10-14 — SB 472 Pearson SF Math (K-6), Cohort 6*

*contact Lupie Vickery, ext. 5264

Van donated

n March, longtime Santa Maria residents

Dorothy and Mark Smith donated a new
2009 Dodge Caravan to the Special Education
Department of the Santa Maria-Bonita School
District. The donation was made through the
Smiths’ charitable foundation. The van will
be used for severely handicapped students’
community-based instructional program, which
focuses on developing students’ functional
skills to foster independence at school and
within the community. The program’s goals are
accomplished through outings to local restaurants,
grocery stores, drug stores, businesses, and
recreational facilities, to teach skills that
help the students master basic skills, such as
shopping at the grocery store, washing clothes
at the laundromat, or ordering a hamburger at a
restaurant.The success of the program relies on
having access to safe and reliable transportation.

Technology enhanced

tudents in the Santa Maria-Bonita School District will have

more access to technology thanks to a donation in March of 18
computers from GBP&B Tax and Business Advisors through the
Education Collaborative of the Society of Petroleum Engineers.
The 18 Dell OptiPlex desktop computers were distributed to
classrooms in the district after instructional software was loaded
onto them. GBP&B Tax and Business Advisors, an accounting
firm with offices in San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara counties,
is a sponsor of the Education Collaborative, which is the volunteer
arm of the oil and gas industry. It works to bring resources from
the industry into Central Coast classrooms in the form of science,
math, and technology grants; contest proceeds; guest speakers and
other support. The Education Collaborative receives grant requests
from teachers for additional classroom computers and updated
technology equipment. Some of the grant requests are funded
directly. For other requests, the Education Collaborative goes to its
sponsors and asks for donations of computers no longer being used
due to business upgrades but still new enough and with sufficient
memory to be used by students for educational purposes.




Siegal named Teacher of Year

Continued from page one

for the Achievement/Risk/Challenge
(ARC) leadership and literacy program
at Santa Ynez High School, raised
money for the Jesse Rohde Foundation
Community Medical Clinic in Ghana,
and has her class do projects to support

Knights of the Library
Table win annual
Battle of the Books

Nearly 200 students in grades four to
six from over 35 public schools did
“battle” in April at the eighth annual Battle
of the Books at the Santa Barbara County
Education Office auditorium.

Participating students must read 30
books from a pre-selected list. Two teams
composed of six students apiece compete
against each other by answering 20
comprehension questions based on those
books. Students must offer their answers
as a group, which emphasizes teamwork.

“The event received such enthusiastic
responses in the past seven years that this
year, again, the schools were clamoring
for spaces, and it filled very quickly,”
explained Steve Keithley, director of
instructional media services, the SBCEO
department that conducts the Battle.

Winners of the eighth annual
countywide Battle of the Books were
The Knights of the Library Table: Isaac
Everett, Leonora Fillmore School,
Lompoc; Daisy Altamirano, Monroe
School, Santa Barbara; Talia Cohen,
Kellogg School, Goleta; Ana Delgado,
Canalino School, Carpinteria; Manuel
Rolon, Battles School, Santa Maria-
Bonita; Alexis Castillo, Ida Redmond
Taylor School, Santa Maria-Bonita; and
Laura Lowe, Los Olivos School.

Second place winners were The
Reading Rock Starz: William Belfiore,
Roosevelt School, Santa Barbara;

Spencer Glesby, Montecito Union School;
Brody Pickering, Benjamin Foxen School,
Blochman; Zina Monteleone, Los Berros
School, Lompoc; Rachel Pacheco, Arthur
Hapgood School, Lompoc; Brooke Redell,
Ballard School, and Olivia Seoane,
Washington School, Santa Barbara.

Heifer International. Siegal was
also a part of Critical Friends
Professional Development
Collaborative Group under

the direction of a Disney
Distinguished National Teacher of
the Year.

Currently, she is developing
a schoolwide service model in
conjunction with the school’s
leadership team, and was recently
testimonial speaker at the formal
installment ceremony of newly
appointed Judge Kay Kuns.

Siegal’s nomination will next
be reviewed for consideration
as California Teacher of the
Year in the fall. The California
winner will then proceed into
consideration for 2010 National
Teacher of the Year.

As Santa Barbara County
Teacher of the Year, Siegal will
be available to speak countywide,
and can be reached at Santa Ynez
Valley Union High School,
688-6487, or at the County
Education Office by calling Petti
Pfau at 964-4710, ext. 5281.
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